Florence, and took him to the bedsides of half-a-dozen
If I were asked to define my ideal of a perfect family doctor, I should say it was furnished by the man whose habitual patients, coming to him about all small matters, were the least prone to severe diseases. A young practitioner would fail lamentably in his duties if he were able to recognize and to treat typhoid fever, or profound organic disease, and yet could neither recognise nor cure some slight and common ailment. For the attainment of the latter kind of knowledge, and, therefore, for the attainment of practical usefulness in daily life, the study of the maladies of out-patients is a matter of imperative necessity.
